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U.S. Nuclear Protests 
Found to Be Affected 
Very Little by Soviet 


By JUDITH MILLER 

Speo»i to The Ner Yort: Tuatf 

' WASHINGTON, Dec. 9 — a report 
• issued today by the House Select Com- 
i mi tree on Intelligence presents evi- 
! dence that the Soviet Union attempted 
to influence the American nuclear 
freeze movement, but it does not ap- 
pear to support President Reagan’s as- 
sertion that foreign agents were 
“manipulating” the movement. 

Tne panel’s chairman, Edward P. Bo- 
! land. Democrat of Massachusetts, 
stated in c. press release accompanying 
the report: “The material released 
today demonstrates what we have 
known for a long time — that the Soviet 
Union utilizes considerable amounts of 
time, money and manpower attempt- 
ing, both covertly and overtly, to influ- 
ence individuals, organizations and 
events in the United States and around 
the world.” 

But after reviewing the 237-page re- 
port. Mr. Boland said he had concluded 
that “Soviet agents have had no signifi- 
cant influence on the nuclear freeze 
movement.” 

“The bottom line is that the hearings 
provide no evidence that the^ Soviets di- 
rect, manage or manipulate the nuclear 
freeze movement, * ’ he said. 

The report summarizes hearings held 
last July at which senior officials from 
the Central Intelligence Agency’ and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation testi- 
fied before the panel about Soviet “ac- 
tive measures,” or clandestine efforts 
to influence events and public opinion 
overseas. , 

A member of the committee, C. W. 
Bill Young, Republican of Florida, said 
at a press conference today that the 
hearings had not focused on the nuclear ! 
freeze movement. Thus, he said, it was 
not surprising that no conclusions had 
been drawn about the success of Soviet 
infiltration in the movement in the 
United States. 

Mr. Young acknowledged in response 
to a b arrage of questions from a group 
of reporters that Soviet efforts to influ- 
ence the peace movement “have not 
been as successful in the United States 
as in other places.” 

He also declined to say whether be be- j 
lieved the Soviet effort to gain influence 
over the freeze campaign was succeed- ; 
ing. But he maintained that Soviet ef- j 
forts to influence American public opin- j 
ion were growing. ! 

In testimony, John McMahon, deputy 
director of the C.I.A., told the panel that 
the Soviet Union spent S3 billion to $4 
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billion a year on efforts to influence for- 
eign public opinion. 

Mr. McMahon said the Soviet Union 
has had a “very extensive” effort to 
promote opposition in Western Europe 
to the deployment there of the inter- 
mediate-range Pershing and cruise nu- 
clear missiles. 

iur* w € v do have g00d evidence,” Mr 
McMahon concluded, “that the Soviets 
nave sought to exploit aDd manipulate 
the movement, and we believe that the 
Soviet covert support has enabled it to 
grow beyond its own capabilities. ” 
However, the F.B.I. does not come to 
IKS about the impact of 
feeze ““ **“ American 

, u- °’ M ^y. assistant direo 

tor cf intelligence for the bureau as- 

i f 4 erted Soviet front groups were 
; actively involved in the planning and 
: implementation of the June 12 demon- 
! stration in New York,” which attracted 
; ® ore toM people. It identified 

those groups as the United States Peace 
Council, the World Peace Council and 
Communist Party of the United States, 

But Mr. O’Malley added: “I would 
not attribute the large turnout at this 
demonstration” to efforts by those 
groups. 

In its formal assessment, the F.B.I. 
concluded: “We do not see Soviet active 
measures in the United States as having i 
: a significant impact on U.S. decision- ' 

! makers. j 

American labor unions are fairly 
sensitive to the efforts of the C.P USA 
to agitate and promote Soviet views and 
policies among their member*. The 
American media is sophisticated, and 
generally recognizes Soviet influence 
attempts.” 

As its evidence of Soviet involvement 
in the peace movement, the report con- 
tains a copy of a memo from the Com- 
munist Party of the United States to its 
section organizers urging them to 
“mobilize the entire district to help in- 
sure a giant turnout on June 12.” j 

Mr. Reagan stirred concerns about 
foreign involvement in the nuclear 
arms freeze movement while cam- 
paigning in October. He said that for- 
eign agents were “manipulating” inno- 
cent people who urge the United States 
and Soviet Union to negotiate a bilater- 
al, verifiable freeze on the production, ' 
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weapons. 

In a press conference after the elec- 
tion last month, Mr. Reagan reiterated 
this assertion and said there was 
“plenty of evidence" of such foreign in- 
volvement, which he could not discuss. 
The next day, a White House spokes- 
man said the House Intelligence Com- 
mittee was preparing to release a re- 
port that would document Mr. Reagan's 
charges. 

The report provides some evidence 
for Soviet involvement, but it does not 
come to any conclusion about the im- 
pact of that involvement. 

,l ej Ty Berman, of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, said today that the re- 
pon“dem onstrat es the irresponsibility 
of President Reagan’s charges of Soviet 
manipulation of the freeze movement.” 
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